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1 Introduction  
This document details the different types of research outcomes that have been identified 
and agreed by user representatives of the seven Research Councils working on the Research 
Outcomes project. This does not form part of the formal specification for the purpose of 
tendering, as it is subject to further change prior to implementation of any systems solution 
and beyond. However, it does demonstrate the scope of the data that will be collected via 
the proposed system and suppliers may rely on this to estimate the likely cost of 
configuration. This information will be further refined and finalised during the detailed 
design phase, once a supplier has been selected. 

Harmonisation of the research outcome types has been attempted for all the Research 
Councils, and where possible this has resulted in a harmonised set of types.  However, due 
to the diverse nature of the research, across a range of academic disciplines, there has also 
been a requirement to capture differing research outcome types to support the diversity of 
the research and therefore their resulting outcomes. Hence the outcome types and data 
items are expected to be configurable by Funder and Funding Scheme in the final solution 
and some individual outcome types or data items may be suppressed or modified in specific 
circumstances. 

2 Submission Process 
This section summarises the submission process, and is intended to provide context for how 
research outcomes will be collected. Note that this is a logical model, and does not 
necessarily imply or constrain a physical representation of the data. 

2.1 Submission 
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A grant holder submission is made up of grant submissions and facility usage reports. A 
grant submission details new and updated research outcomes against a grant, each of which 
may optionally be co-attributed to any number of other grants held by the same grant 
holder. Facility usage reports document the use that has been made of any facilities during 
the reporting period. 
2.1.1 Grant Holder Submission 
The mechanism by which a grant holder reports the outcomes of their research. It comprises 
a list of research outcomes, each of which is attributed against one or more grants, and a 
report on any facilities that have been used. If there is nothing new to report, then a null-
submission will be made which includes none of the above. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Submission Reference Unique identifier for the submission String Identifier 

Due Date Date the grant holder submission is 
due 

Date Viewable 

Grant Reports The grants that are reported in this 
submission 

List of 
Grant 
Submission 

Selectable 

Facilities Used List of any facilities that have been 
used in the research since the last 
submission. 

List of 
Facility 
Usage 
Report 

Editable 

Narrative Covering note describing the 
submission. This is optional where 
outcomes have been reported, but 
must be provided in the event of a 
null-submission. 

String Editable 

Status Current status of the Submission 

- Open 

- Awaiting confirmation 

- Confirmed 

- Submitted 

String Viewable 

Completion Date Date the grant holder submission was 
completed by the grant holder and 
sent for confirmation and submission 

Date Viewable 

Checked Date Date the grant holder submission was 
checked by the reporting pool and 
either confirmed or rejected 

Date Viewable 

Checked By Name of the person that checked the 
grant holder submission 

String Viewable 

Reporting Pool 
Annotation 

The person checking the submission 
on behalf of the reporting pool may 
provide annotation to explain to the 
grant reporter any additional work that 
needs to be done. 

String Editable 

Submission Date Date the grant holder submission was 
submitted by the reporting pool 

Date Viewable 
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2.1.2 Grant Submission 
Grant submission identifies new and updated research outcomes for a grant. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Reported Grant The grant against which new and 

updated research outcomes are 
reported 

Grant Selectable 

Reported Outcomes List of research outcomes attributed to 
the grant 

List of 
Research 
Outcome 

Editable 

Narrative Optional narrative against the grant, 
e.g. to explain why there are no 
research outcomes to report. 

String Editable 

2.1.3 Research Outcome 
An activity or outcome arising wholly or partly as a result of research and reported to the 
Research Councils as part of the funding agreement. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
System Identifier 

 

Unique identifier for the research 
outcome. Generated within the 
system. 

String Hidden 

Research Outcome Type 

 

Allow the system user to select the 
type of research outcome they wish to 
provide detail about. 

- Research output 

- Collaboration 

- Communication Activity 

- Exploitation of Research 

- Career development 

- Further Funding 

- Impact 

Outcome 
Specification 

Selectable 

Research Organisation 
Unique Reference 

 

Identifier enabling the outcome to be 
linked back to data held by the 
research organisation that submitted 
it. This is optional, and would be 
provided only for outcomes submitted 
directly by research organisations to 
pre-populate data entries for their 
researchers. 

String Viewable 

Primary Grant Attribution 

 

Grant against which the research 
outcome is reported. this will 
determine (via funding stream) how 
certain attributes about the outcome 
are captured. 

Grant Viewable 

Grant Co-Attribution 

 

Grant(s) to which the research 
outcome has been co-attributed in 
addition to the grant against which it is 
reported. 

List of 
Grant 

Editable 
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Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Status 

 

Current status of the research 
outcome 

- Open 

- Awaiting confirmation 

- Confirmed 

- Submitted 

String Viewable 

Corrective Action 

 

During the checking process, the 
reporting pool can specify corrective 
action to be taken by the grant holder 
before the research outcome can be 
accepted for submission 

String Editable 

Content Attachment The capture of attachments for each 
Research Outcome is specified by 
Funding Scheme and Outcome 
Specification. 

File Selectable 
(from local 
network) 

2.1.4 Facility Usage Report 
This allows the grant reporter to report usage made by a grant holder of a facility funded or 
partially funded by one or more of the Research Councils. It does not allow individual 
outcomes to be linked to facility usage, but is meant as a high-level means of stating how 
the facility was used and perhaps highlighting any significant outcomes (which would need 
to be reported separately against a grant). Where the nature of an award is specifically to 
make use of a facility, it is expected that outcomes would be reported directly against that 
grant. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
System Identifier Unique identifier for the facility usage 

report. Generated within the system. 
String Hidden 

Facility Used Facility that has been used in the 
course of the research. 

Facility Selectable 

Facility Identifying 
Reference 

Reference number provided by the 
facility (if available) to record usage of 
the facility. 

String Editable 

Date Used Date the facility was used (MM/YYYY 
or YYYY) 

String Editable 

Narrative Description of how the facility was 
used and any outcomes that arose 
directly or indirectly from using the 
facility 

String Editable 

Status Current status of the Facility Usage 
Report 

- Open 

- Awaiting confirmation 

- Confirmed 

- Submitted 

String Viewable 

Corrective Action During the checking process, the 
reporting pool can specify corrective 

String Editable 
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Data Item Definition Type Usage 
action to be taken by the grant 
reporter before the facility usage 
report can be accepted for 
submission. 

2.2 Outcome Specification 

Question Response

Question Specification

2..*2..*

{Response Type = Selection}

Replacement Question Specification
0..*0..*

overrides

Outcome Specification

1..*1..*

Funding Scheme

Funding Scheme Output Specification

0..*0..*

0..*0..*

overrides

1

0..*

1

0..*

 

Outcome Specification defines the types of outcome that can be captured by the system and 
the questions that are asked for each type. Questions are specified in detail by the Question 
Specification, which will define how the question is asked and the way in which the answer 
will be captured. Where questions are answered by selection (or multi-selection) from a list 
of values, the available responses are defined by Question Response. Both outcome 
specification and question specification can be overridden at funding scheme level, using 
Funding Scheme Outcome Specification and Replacement Question Specification 
respectively. 

The structure enables data capture to be configurable, allowing for the changing needs of 
Research Councils over time. Although the system must support a diverse set of data 
requirements across the Research Councils, it is expected that these will be built around a 
common core which will be harmonised across all of the Research Councils. The 
harmonised requirements will be defined in outcome specification and question 
specification and this will be the default way to present questions about the data the 
Research Councils wish to capture. Funding scheme outcome specification and replacement 
question specification will be used to handle specific Research Council variations. 
2.2.1 Outcome Specification 
Outcome specification defines a specific type of outcome for which the system will collect 
information (e.g. a journal article). 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
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Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Outcome Type Unique reference for an outcome type String Identifier 

Title Name of the outcome type (e.g. 
journal article) 

String Editable 

Description Description of the outcome type String Editable 

Question Set Questions that will be asked for the 
outcome type 

Ordered list 
of Question 
Specification 

Editable 

Application Guidance Help text made available to assist 
users when entering information 
about an outcome of the defined 
outcome type 

String Editable 

Allow Content Capture Indicator that the system will capture 
full content as an attachment against 
the outcome. 

Boolean Checkbox 

2.2.2 Question Specification 
Question Specification defines how a specific data item is collected against a research 
outcome. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Question Reference Unique reference for the question 

specification 
String Identifier 

Title Title for the question. Common across 
all redefinitions of the question. 

String Editable 

Description Description of the question String Editable 

Question Text Standard text used to ‘ask’ the 
question if not overridden at funding 
scheme level 

String Editable 

Response Type How the response to the question is 
captured. Select from: 

- Text 

- Numeric 

- Select from List 

- Multi-Select from List 

- Content 

String Selectable 

Response List List of possible responses where 
response type is ‘Select from List’ or 
‘Multi-Select from List’ 

Ordered List 
of Question 
Response 

Editable 

Application Guidance Help text made available to assist 
users when responding to the 
question 

String Editable 

2.2.3 Question Response 
Question Response specifies a value in a drop-down list for a Question 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Response Reference Encoded value for the question String Identifier 
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Data Item Definition Type Usage 
response 

Displayed Value Value displayed to user when List of 
Values is used 

String Editable 

2.2.4 Funding Scheme Outcome Specification 
Funding scheme outcome specification is used to redefine how outcomes are captured at 
funding scheme level. For example, a Council may wish to use different or additional 
application guidance, or may choose not to ask all of the questions defined against the 
standard outcome specification. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Standard Specification Pointer to the standard outcome 

specification that is being overridden 
Outcome 
Specification 

Selectable 

Replacement Guidance If not empty, this will replace the 
generic application guidance for the 
outcome type 

String Editable 

Additional Guidance Additional guidance for the outcome 
type when asked for grants in this 
funding scheme, supplementing the 
generic guidance for the outcome 
type 

String Editable 

Suppressed Questions Questions in the standard outcome 
specification that will not be asked 
when used for grants in the funding 
scheme 

List of 
Question 
Specification 

Selectable 

Overridden Questions Questions that will be asked in a 
different way when used for grants in 
the funding scheme 

List of 
Replacement 
Question 
Specification 

Editable 

2.2.5 Replacement Question Specification 
Replacement question specification is used to override the standard question specification 
for a particular funding scheme. 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 
Standard Specification Pointer to the standard question 

specification that is being overridden 
Question 
Specification 

Selectable 

Replacement Guidance If not empty, this will replace the 
application guidance for the standard 
question specification 

String Editable 

Additional Guidance Additional guidance for the question 
when asked for grants in this funding 
scheme, supplementing the guidance 
for the standard question specification 

String Editable 

Suppressed Responses Responses in the standard question 
specification that will not be available 
when used for grants in the funding 
scheme 

List of 
Question 
Response 

Selectable 
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3 Business Data Model 
The following model illustrates the research outcome types identified for the project. 
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4 Detailed Definition 
The tables below describe the research outcome types and the data items for each type. 
Note that within each sub-section, data items are inherited from the associated header 
section(s) and should be assumed to be present in addition to those specifically documented 
against each output type. 

The document contains details of the business rules and optionality of the data attributes. 

All attributes are mandatory by default, unless specified otherwise by the following 
notation:- 

 [0..1] – Specifies that the attribute is optional and if a value is supplied, only one is 
allowed. 

[0..*] – Specifies that the attribute is optional and could contain multiple values if supplied. 

[1..*] – Specifies that the attribute is mandatory and could contain multiple values if 
supplied. 

4.1 General Research Outcome Business Rules  
The general business rules are listed below and apply to the overall Research Outcomes 
types.  The individual class business rules are listed below each class. 

Dates – All the date type attributes throughout the Research Outcome Type model have an 
optional month (MM) and a mandatory year (YYYY).   Unless specified otherwise in the 
attribute definition. 

Narrative – All narrative (string) attributes should allow for the capture of special character 
sets, in particular scientific characters.  It should also allow for simple formatting; e.g. bold, 
bullet points, italics, superscript, subscript etc.  Pictures, charts, tables and graphs will not 
be allowed.  Unless specified otherwise in the attribute definition. 

String - Lengths of string attributes are yet to be decided throughout the Research Outcome 
Type model. 

Content Attachment – Attachments can be uploaded for certain Research Outcome Types, 
as defined by the Outcome Specification.  This is also configurable by Funding Scheme.  
The Content Attachment data item will be used by the Funders that wish to pass through the 
“actual outcome” into an existing in-house repository system. 

Page Number – All page number attributes, should adhere to the following rules:- 
All page numbers must be >0 or be roman numerals 
They must be in ascending page number order e.g. 23-38, 78,110 
Page ranges are connected by a hyphen character i.e. 23-38 
Page lists are comma separated i.e. 78, 110 

Target Audience – This list should align with the SSC / Je-S – Organisation Types 

Submitted Research Outcome - Has restricted amendment opportunities.  These are 
documented in the business rules for each research outcome type.  However, the submitted 
research outcome record is maintained in its submitted state and any possible amendments 
are captured as additions to that research outcome record; i.e. the original record is 
preserved. 
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4.2 Research Outcome 
Research Outcome Description 

Research Outcome An activity or outcome arising wholly or partly as a result of 
research and reported to the Research Councils as part of the 
funding agreement 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

System Identifier 
 

Unique identifier for the Research 
Outcome. Generated within the 
system. 

String Hidden 

Research Outcome 
Type 
 

Allow the system user to select the 
type of research outcome they wish 
to provide detail about. 
- Research Output 
- Collaboration 
- Communication Activity 
- Exploitation of Research 
- Career Development 
- Further Funding 
- Impact  

Outcom
e 
Specific
ation 

Selectable 

Research Organisation 
Unique Reference 
[0..1] 
 

Identifier enabling the outcome to be 
linked back to data held by the 
research organisation that submitted 
it. This is optional, and would be 
provided only for outcomes 
submitted directly by research 
organisations to pre-populate data 
entries for their researchers. 

String Viewable 

Primary Grant 
Attribution 
 

Grant against which the Research 
Outcome is reported. This will 
determine (via Funding Stream) how 
certain attributes about the outcome 
are captured. 

Grant Viewable 

Grant Co-Attribution 
[0..*] 
 

Grant(s) to which the Research 
Outcome has been co-attributed in 
addition to the Grant against which 
it is reported. 

List of 
Grant 

Editable 

Status 
 

Current status of the Research 
Outcome 
- Open 
- Awaiting Confirmation 
- Confirmed 
- Submitted 

Integer Viewable 

Corrective Action 
[0..*] 

During the checking process, the 
Reporting pool can specify 

String Editable 
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 corrective action to be taken by the 
Grant Holder before the Research 
Outcome can be accepted for 
submission 

Content Attachment 
 

The capture of attachments for each 
Research Outcome is specified by 
Funding Scheme and Outcome 
Specification.  

Attachm
ent  

File 

Research Outcome (Business Rules) 
1. Outcomes can only be additionally attributed to other grants held by the grant 

holder.  
2. Grant Co-Attribution must be unique 
3. Grant Co-Attribution can not be attributed to the grant that the research outcome 

was originally reported against. 
4. Grant Co-Attribution can not be attributed to a grant where the Funding Scheme 

does not allow that research outcome type to be reported against it. 
5. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Grant Co-Attribution 
4.3 Research Output 
Research Outcome Description 

Research Output A direct and immediate output of research 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Output 
 

Select from: 
- Publication 
- Other Research Output 
- Exhibition / Performance 

List Selectable 

Title 
 

Title of research output e.g. Book 
title, journal title, publication title, 
performance title etc. 

String Editable 

Available Date 
 

Date / calendar year the output was 
made available / published to others 
/ first performed or exhibited 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Open Access 
 

Specify whether the output is freely 
available to the public. Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Location Held [0..*] 
 

If open access = "Y" - specify where 
the data / output / publication has 
been held; e.g. repository, website, 
art gallery catalogue, conference 
venue etc 

String Editable 

Target Audience 
 

Who are the primary users / 
beneficiaries of the output? 
List to include: 
- Independent Research 

List Multiple 
Selection 
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Organisation  
- Industrial / Commercial 
- Research Council / Research 
Council Institute 
- Public Research Organisation  
- Government Department  
- Academic Institution  
- Local and Regional Government  
- Hospital/NHS Trust  
- Charitable Organisation  
- Professional Institution  
- Trade Associations / Research and 
Technoloy Organisations 
- Civic Organisations  
- General Public 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 
Notes 
Matches the new Je-S Organisation 
Types to be used in the new grant 
system 

International 
Involvement 

Indicates whether the output had 
international involvement. 

Boolean Selectable 

Other Involvement 
 

If there was other involvement in the 
output/outcome, please indicate 
which type:- 
- Government / Public sector 
- Private sector  
- Charity / Non-profit sector  
- Academic 
- No other involvement 

List Multiple 
Selection 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Additional information either not 
covered by specific data attributes or 
expanding on data already provided 

String Editable 

 
Research Output (Business Rules) 

1. There must be an option to specify that there are no Research Outputs to report. 
2. The Available Date entered must be in the past. 
3. Location Held becomes mandatory if Open Access = “Y” 
4. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Open Access, Location Held and Narrative 

4.3.1 Exhibition / Performance 
Research Outcome Description 

Exhibition / Exhibition or performance carried out by the grant holder. 
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Performance 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Performance / 
Exhibition 
 

Select the type of performance or 
exhibition from:  
- Solo 
- Group 

List Multiple 
Selection 

Number of 
Performances / 
Exhibitions 
 

Select from the list the banding for 
the number of performances / 
exhibitions days:- 
- Less than 5 
- 5 - 20 
- 21 - 50 
- 50 - 100 
- 100+ 

List Selectable 

Single/Multiple 
Venues 
 

Select whether the exhibition / 
performance was held in a single / 
multiple venues:  
- Single 
- Multiple 

Boolean Selectable 

Number of Venues 
[0..1] 
 

If Single/Multiple Venues = 
"Multiple" specify the total number 
of different venues that the 
exhibition / performance has been 
held. 

String Editable 

Venue Name 
 

Specify the name of the most 
prominent venue of the exhibition / 
performance. 
Notes 
Guidance to specify that if no 
prominent venue - specify the first 
venue it was exhibited / performed. 

String Editable 

Venue Type 
 

Please select the most prominent 
type of venue: 
- Theatre/Performing Arts 
Centre/Concert Hall - HEI 
- Theatre/Performing Arts 
Centre/Concert Hall - non-HEI 
- Museum/Gallery - HEI  
- Museum/Gallery - non-HEI 
- School/Community centre/ Local 
library 
- Festival 
- Other (please specify) 
Notes 
Guidance to specify that if no 

List Selectable 
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prominent venue - specify the first 
venue it was exhibited / performed. 

Venue Description 
[0..1] 
 

Please the description of the venues: 
- Local 
- Regional  
- National 
- International  

List Selectable 

Resources Produced 
[0..*] 
 

Were there any publications, posters, 
panels, leaflets, kits produced for the 
performance/exhibition including 
'pre-event' publicity 
flyers/advertising, etc? 
Do not enter any resources here that 
are captured elsewhere in the 
outcome return. 

String Editable 

Size of Audience 
 

If relevant : Number range of 
audience / attendees: 
- Not Relevant 
- 0-50 
- 50-100 
- 100-500 
- 500-1,000 
- 1,000 - 5,000 
- 5,000 - 10,000 
- 10,000 - 50,000 
- 50,000 - 100,000 
- 100,000 + 

List Selectable 

Ticket Income 
 

Specify the ticket income to date.  If 
tickets are free, specify "FREE".  
Specify "Not Known" or "Not 
Disclosed" if this is the case. 

String Editable 

FY Period 
 

The financial year that the Ticket 
Income / Audience Size / Number of 
Venues was received. 

String Editable 

Exhibition / Performance (Business Rules) 
1. Number of Venues becomes mandatory if Single/Multiple Venues = “Multiple” 
2. Venue Description becomes mandatory if Single/Multiple Venues = “Multiple” 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Type of Performance / Exhibition, Number 
of Performances / Exhibitions, Single/Multiple Venues, Number of Venues, 
Venue Name, Venue Type, Venue Description, Resources Produced, Size of 
Audience, Ticket Income and FY Period 

 
4.3.2 Publication 
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Research Outcome Description 

Publication Communication of research via printed (or printable) work, 
the work must be published. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Publication 
 

Select from :- 
- Book 
- Book Chapter 
- Critical Edition (AHRC) 
- Journal Article 
- Journal Review (MRC) 
- Conference Paper 
- Map 
- Printed Press 
- Report 
- Technical Standard 
- Theses 
- Working Papers (ESRC) 
- Other (please specify in narrative) 

List Selectable 

Author(s) 
 

The name(s) of the author(s) of the 
published output - in one long string. 

String Editable 

Reference Type [0..1] 
 

Describes the type of the identifier 
used in Unique Reference 
- ISBN 
- SCOPUS 
- UK PubMed Central  
- PubMed (NCBI) 
- ISI Web of Knowledge 
- DOI (Digital Object Identifier)  
- URL (uniform resource locator) 

List Selectable 

Unique Reference 
[0..1] 
 

A unique reference for the 
publication, further specified by 
Reference Type 

String Editable 

Publication (Business Rules) 
1. If Type of Publication = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as the 

Research Organisation User is request to give further details. 
2.  A Reference Type must be selected if a Unique Reference is entered. 
3. If both Unique Reference and Reference Type are both provided, a look-up 

operation is performed and the following data items should be pre-populated if a 
match found: Title, Date, Author(s)  

4. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 
research outcome as been submitted. 

 
4.3.2.1 Book 
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Research Outcome Description 

Book A book written or edited by the grant holder, alone or with 
others 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Contribution Type 
 

Select from : 
- Author 
- Co Author 
- Editor 
- Chapter contributor 

List Selectable 

Book (Business Rules) 
1. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted. 

4.3.2.2 Book Chapter 
Research Outcome Description 

Book Chapter A chapter written by the grant holder that is published in a 
book written or edited by someone else 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Book 
 

Book in which the Chapter was 
published 

Book Selectable 

Chapter Number 
 

The number / name of the Chapter 
within the Book 

String Editable 

Page Numbers 
 

Enter the page numbers of the 
contributed chapter. For example, 
26-28, 33, 78 

String Editable 

Book Chapter (Business Rules) 
1. There must be a Book entered if Book.Contribution Type = “Chapter Contributor” 
2. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted. 
 
4.3.2.3 Conference Paper 
Research Outcome Description 

Conference Paper Papers presented at a conference written or edited by the 
Grant Holder, alone or with others and published in the 
proceedings (not in journals) 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Conference Title 
 

The title of the conference for which 
the paper was published 

String Editable 

Conference Date 
 

The date of the conference 
(DD/MM/YYYY or MM/YYYY or 
YYYY) 
This is not the published date for the 
conference paper. 

String Selectable 
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Conference 
Proceedings Title 
 

The main title of the conference 
proceedings, in which the 
conference paper resided.   

String Editable 

Page Numbers [0..*] 
 

The page numbers that the output 
can be found in 

String Editable 

Article Number [0..1] The on-line article number String Editable 

Peer Reviewed 
Indicator 

Were the conference papers peer-
reviewed Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Conference Paper (Business Rules) 
1. The Page Numbers or Article Number must either or both be completed. 
2. The Article Number must be >0 
3. The Conference Date must be in the past 
4. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted. 
 
4.3.2.4 Journal Article 
Research Outcome Description 

Journal Article Academic paper published in either a printed or an electronic 
(on-line) academic journal. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Journal ISSN [0..1] 
 

Unique reference number 
International Standard Serial 
Number for the journal title. 

String Editable 

Journal Title The title of the journal. String Editable 

Volume Volume number of the journal String Editable 

Issue Number Issue number of the journal in which 
the article appears 

String Editable 

Page Numbers [0..*] The page number(s) of the article 
within the journal issue 

String Editable 

Article Number [0..1] The on-line article number. String Editable 

Peer Reviewed 
Indicator 

Was the article peer-reviewed by the 
journal? Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Journal Article (Business Rules) 
1. The Page Numbers or Article Number must either or both be completed. 
2. ISSN must be valid against the defined reference list. 
3. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted. 
 
4.3.3 Other Research Output 
Research Outcome Description 

Other Research Output Details of outputs generated as a result of the research 
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council funding  
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Other 
Research Output 
 

Select from: 
- Artwork / Artefact 
- Audio/Visual Recording 
- Composition / Score 
- Creative Writing 
- Data Set 
- Design 
- Medical Interventions 
- Model 
- Process 
- Products  
- Prototype 
- Research Materials (Tools & 
Methods) 
- Software 
- Teaching Aid 
- Technology 
- Training Material 
- Other (please specify) 

List Selectable 

Description Please specify a description for the 
output. 

String Editable 

Performed Indicator If type = "Artwork/Artefact; 
Composition/Score; Creative 
Writing or Other" Specify whether 
the output has also been performed. 
Y/N 

Boolean  Selectable 

Broadcasted Indicator 
 

If type = "A/V Recording" then 
specify whether it has been 
broadcasted (Y/N) 

Boolean Selectable 

Broadcast Medium 
[0..*] 
 

If Broadcasted Indicator = "Y" then 
select medium:- 
- Website  
- Webcast 
- TV 
- Radio 
- Other (please specify in narrative) 

List Multi-
Selectable 

Broadcast Coverage 
[0..1] 
 

If Broadcasted Indicator = "Y" then 
select the coverage:- 
- Local / Regional  
- National 
- International / Global 

List Selectable 
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Research Material 
SubType [0..1] 

These can be populated by RCs and 
the relevant subtypes displayed 
depending on RC and Scheme type. 
 
This is an example for MRC 
If Research Materials (Tools / 
Methods / Database) selected, 
please select: 
- Database or Collection of data or 
biological samples 
- New quantitative or qualitative 
data analysis technique 
- New or significantly improved cell 
line 
- New or significantly improved 
form of technology, assay or reagent 
was developed 
- New or significantly improved 
model of mechanisms or symptoms 
was developed - human 
- New or significantly improved 
model of mechanisms or symptoms 
was developed - mammalian in vivo 
- New or significantly improved 
model of mechanisms or symptoms 
was developed - in vitro 
- New or significantly improved 
model of mechanisms or symptoms 
was developed - non-mammalian in 
vivo 
- New or significantly improved 
physiological assessment or 
outcome measure was developed or 
improved 
- Improvements were made to the 
research infrastructure that will 
contribute to future research, such 
as new equipment, the establishment 
of a survey group or a new analysis 
tool. 
- Other  

List Selectable 

Product or Medical 
Interventions SubType 
[0..1] 
 

These can be populated by RCs and 
the relevant subtypes displayed 
depending on RC and Scheme type. 
This is an example for MRC 
If Product or Medical Interventions 
selected, please specify:- 
- Drug 

List Selectable 
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- Diagnostic test, biomarker and / or 
diagnostic imaging technique 
- Vaccine 
- Medical device 
- Surgical intervention 
- New or revised public health 
intervention 
- Other improvements in health (e.g. 
cognitive behavioural therapy) 
- Other medical intervention 
- Other non-medical intervention 

Developmental Stage 
SubType [0..1] 
 

These can be populated by RCs and 
the relevant subtypes displayed 
depending on RC and Scheme type. 
This is an example for MRC 
If Product or Medical Intervention 
selected, please specify the most 
recent  development stage that has 
been completed for this product or 
intervention: 
- Target Identification 
- Target Validation 
- Assay Development 
- Prototype development - hit 
identification 
- Prototype development - hit to lead 
compound 
- Prototype development - 
optimisation of lead compound 
- Animal proof of efficacy 
- Scale-up and manufacture 
- Pre-clinical toxicology / safety 
assessment 
- Phase 1 clinical trial: small 
number of volunteers to test safety 
and tolerability 
- Phase 2 clinical trial: small scale 
controlled trial to assess dosing 
regime, safety and efficacy 
- Phase 3 clinical trial: large scale 
clinical effectiveness / validation 
trial  
- Marketing authorisation 
- HTA trial 
- Phase 4: Post marketing 
evaluation 
- NICE review 

List Selectable 
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- Wide-scale adoption 
- Other / Not applicable 

3R/Welfare 
Contribution 
 

Have the outcomes from the 
research contributed to Animal 
Welfare or the 3Rs?  Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

3R Description [0..1] 
 

If 3R Contribution = Y, please 
describe the outcomes of the 
research that are relevant to animal 
welfare and the 3Rs.  

String Editable 

NC3R Dissemination 
[0..1] 
 

If 3R Contribution = Y  
Should the Animal Welfare / 3Rs 
outcomes from this research be 
disseminated via NC3Rs?  Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Other Research Output (Business Rules) 
1. If the Performed Indicator = “Y” on submission, validate that an 

Exhibition/Performance has been entered. 
2. If Broadcast Indicator = "Y" then Broadcast Medium and Broadcast Coverage 

become mandatory fields. 
3. If 3R Contribution = “Y” then 3R/Welfare Description and NC3R Dissemination 

become mandatory. 
4. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Broadcast Coverage  
 
4.4 Collaboration 
Research Outcome Description 

Collaboration Collaboration is where an organisation or person provides 
resource or intellectual contribution to a research project.  
Collaboration can span all output types (e.g. in journal 
articles we ask is there a co-author) however this is more 
about joint activities & working. 
Collaboration should be recorded against a single grant and 
can be updated repeatedly until the collaboration finishes. 
Future collaboration with the same partner against a new 
grant is expected to be recorded separately against that grant. 
The collaborations listed should not be a repeat of what was 
captured on the grant.  However, if a change has occurred 
e.g. the estimated contribution or details of the collaboration, 
enter the details. 
Narrative contains the Description and Non-financial 
Contribution details 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Organisation Name 
 

Name of organisation/ institution 
where the collaborators work. Select 
from CDR or add to CDR if not 
already available. 

List Selectable 
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Organisation Type 
 

Type of organisation. Select from 
Je-S list of Organisation Types 

List Selectable 

Country of Origin 
 

Enter which country or group of 
countries where the collaborators / 
partners are primarily based? (MRC 
requested field) 
Use Office of National Statistics 
(ONS) list 

List Multiple 
Selection 

Collaboration Title 
 

Please provide a short title or name 
for this collaboration or partnership 
(MRC requested field) 

String Editable 

Collaboration Type 
 

Describes the resource committed to 
the project by the Collaborator. Use 
drop down list: 
- Financial 
- Equipment/Materials 
- Secondment/Training of Personnel 
- Academic input 
- Access to facilities and/or other 
resources 
- Staff Time / Expertise 
- Other (please specify) 
If 'Other', Data Provider is expected 
to specify the nature of the resource 
using the Narrative 

List Multiple 
Selection 

Estimated 
Contribution 
 

Proposed value or actual value (if 
received) of resource commitment 
by collaborator (£) This is the total 
contribution over the lifetime of the 
collaboration. 
Allow a category of "Don't Know" 
to be captured. 

Currency Editable 

Start Date 
 

Start date of the collaboration 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Provide details of the collaboration, 
especially if the collaboration is 
non-financial and any notable 
outputs or outcomes resulting from 
the collaboration. 

String Editable 

Collaboration (Business Rules) 
1. There must be an option to specify that there are no Collaborations to report. 
2. The Start Date must be in the past 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Collaboration Type, Estimated 
Contribution and Narrative 
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4. If an Estimated Contribution is additionally provided to the Submitted Research 
Outcome it could be reduced or incremented, but must be >0  

5. If an additional Collaboration Type is provided to a Submitted Research Outcome, 
only new options can be selected, the original selections must displayed but not be 
selectable. 

6. Allow for the capture of an "unknown" Estimated Contribution. 

Collaboration (Notes) 
The Subtypes will be defined at a later stage by RCs. 
 
4.5 Communication Activity 
Research Outcome Description 

Communication 
Activity 

Activities associated with drawing attention to the research 
carried out, aimed at gaining feedback from and encouraging 
dialogue with others 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Activity 
 

Type of Activity. Selection from: 
- Briefing to Government Advisors 
- Conference 
- Exhibition 
- Institution Open Day 
- National Public Engagement 
Scheme 
- Presentation Lecture 
- Public Dialogue / Debate 
- Workshop Seminar 
- Press Briefing 
- Press Conference 
- Press Release 
- Webcast  
- TV Broadcast 
- Radio Broadcast 
- School Visit 
- Newsletters  
- Being interviewed for a website / 
publication  
- Oral - attended elsewhere 
- Oral - hosted  
- Print  
- Electronic medium  
- Other (please specify in narrative) 

List Selectable 

Title 
 

Title of communication activity e.g. 
name of broadcast, press activity, 
event etc. 

String Editable 

Description Please provide details of the activity String Editable 
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 and how it disseminated / raised 
awareness of the research findings?  
Also provide details of any activities 
not undertaken and give reasons 
why? 

Date of Activity 
 

Date the activity was first carried out 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 
Where the event is repeated over a 
series of dates, the initial event date 
should be recorded. Further 
information can be provided in the 
narrative. 

String Selectable 

Target Audience 
 

Which sector is the output aimed at? 
Choose all that apply from: 
- Independent Research 
Organisation  
- Industrial / Commercial 
- Research Council / Research 
Council Institute 
- Public Research Organisation  
- Government Department  
- Academic Institution  
- Local and Regional Government  
- Hospital/NHS Trust  
- Participants in your research and 
patient groups (MRC requested) 
- Charitable Organisation  
- Professional Institution  
- Trade Associations / Research and 
Technology Organisations 
- Civic Organisations  
- General Public 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative)  

List Multiple 
Selection 

Resources Produced 
[0..*] 
 

Were there any publications, posters, 
panels, leaflets, kits produced for the 
event / activity?   
Resources listed should be those that 
have a lasting value. 

String Editable 

Public Engagement 
Scheme [0..1] 
 

Please detail, if relevant, the 
ongoing scheme / advisory panel 
that this communication activity was 
part of. 

String Editable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Please expand on anything not 
captured in the previous questions, 
taking time to describe any notable 

String Editable 
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outputs / outcomes that arose from 
the activity.  Detail any lessons 
learnt for research and future 
pathways to impact activities. 

Communication Activity (Business Rules) 
1. There must be an option to specify that there are no Communication Activities to 

report. 
2. If Type of Activity = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as the Research 

Organisation User is request to give further details. 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Narrative 
 
4.6 Exploitation of Research  
Research Outcome Description 

Exploitation of 
Research 

The use of research for commercial, social or cultural 
purposes. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Exploitation 
 

Type of exploitation/innovation. 
Select from: 
- Intellectual property 
- Spin Out Company 
- Other Exploitation 

List Selectable 

International 
Involvement 
 

Specify if International Involvement 
helped to enable the exploitation / 
innovation of the research. Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Other Involvement 
 

If there was other involvement in the 
exploiting the output/outcome, 
please indicate which type:- 
- Government / Public sector 
- Private sector  
- Charity / Non-profit sector  
- Academic 
- No other involvement 

List Selectable 

Exploitation of Research (Business Rules) 
1. There must be an option to specify that there is no Exploitation of Research to 

report. 
2. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Other Involvement and International 
Involvement 

 
4.6.1 Intellectual Property 
Research Outcome Description 

Intellectual Property Intellectual Property granted as a result of a Research 
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Council grant 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Intellectual 
Property 
 

Type of intellectual property that has 
been created. Select from: 
- Copyright 
- Trademark 
- Patent 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 

List Selectable 

Intellectual Property 
Title 

Provide the name / title of discovery. String Editable 

Intellectual Property 
Reference Number 
 

Identifies the Intellectual Property 
e.g. licence reference number, patent 
number etc 

String Editable 

Description 
 

Description of the intellectual 
property 

String Editable 

Date Awarded 
 

Date the IP was granted / licence 
signed (MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Location filed 
 

Detail the location of where the IP 
application was filed: 
- UK 
- EU 
- USA 
- Other (please specify in narrative) 

List Selectable 

Licenced Indicator Has the intellectual property been 
licensed? If yes, provide details in 
the narrative. Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Exploited Indicator 
 

Has the output been commercially 
exploited? If yes, provide details of 
the exploitation in the narrative. Y/N 

Boolean Selectable 

Income [0..*] 
 

Any income generated from the IP 
for the Financial Year specified.  
Allow for "Not Known" or "Not 
Disclosed" to be specified. 

Currency Editable 

FY Period [0..*] 
 

The financial year that the Income 
was received. 

String Editable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Describe any additional information 
not captured in the other fields and 
any notable impacts that have arisen 
from this discovery. 

String Editable 

Intellectual Property (Business Rules) 
1. The Location Filed becomes be selected if Type of Intellectual Property = 

“Patent”, “Trademark” or “Copyright”. 
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2. If Type of Intellectual Property = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as 
the Research Organisation User is request to give further details. 

3. The FY Period becomes mandatory of an Income is entered. 
4. Allow for the capture of "not known" or "not disclosed" for the Income value. 
5. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Exploited Indicator, Income, FY Period and 
Narrative 

Intellectual Property (Notes) 
Warning messages should be agreed with regard to the entry of previous FY periods and 
their associated Income details.  For example, will we allow future FY periods to be 
entered?  How far back historically do we allow data to be entered? If a FY Period range is 
entered e.g. 06/07; 07/08; 09/10 - do we expect an entry for 08/09? 
We are assuming the capture of Sterling only 
 
4.6.2 Spin Out Company 
Research Outcome Description 

Spin Out Company A formal business entity for profit which is set up by a 
Research Organisation to make commercial use of the results 
and findings of the Research project. This covers formally 
registered companies only, as defined by the Companies Act, 
2006, and will not include partnerships, sole traders etc. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Company Name Name of the company established.  String Editable 

Registration Number 
 

UK registration number at 
Companies House. This will be used 
to enable Councils to track back to 
publically available data about the 
company reported in annual returns 
to Companies House 

String Editable 

Description of 
Company 

Briefly describe the company and 
their key activities. 

String Editable 

Joint Venture Indicator Is company a joint venture? Y/N Boolean Selectable 

Joint Venture Partners 
[0..*] 

Name of Partner(s) if the Spin-Out 
Company is identified as a joint 
venture 

String Editable 

Number of Employees 
 

Allows the data provider to specify 
the number of employees at the Spin 
Out Company on a Financial Year 
basis. 
Repeating group by FY Period 

String Editable 

Income 
 

Any income generated as a result of 
the Spin Out for the Financial Year 
specified. 
Allow for "Not Known" or "Not 
Disclosed" to be specified.  

Currency Editable 
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Repeating group by FY Period 

FY Period 
 

The FY that the Income was 
received and Number of Employees 
reported. 
Repeating group by FY Period 

String Editable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Describe any further information not 
captured in the other fields and 
importantly any notable impact(s) 
from this company.  

String Editable 

Spin Out Company (Business Rules) 
1. If Joint Venture Indicator = “Y” then Joint Venture Partners becomes 

mandatory. 
2. Number of Employees and Income can be entered as a repeating data item by FY 

Period. 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Number of Employees, Income, FY Period 
and Narrative 

 
4.6.3 Other Exploitation 
Research Outcome Description 

Other Exploitation Any other exploitation not included in specified categories 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Other Exploitation 
Type 
 

Select the Other Exploitation Type: 
- Third Party  
- Partnerships 
- Sole Trader 
- Consultancy  
- Know-how 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 

List Selectable 

Narrative  Free text to provide additional 
information  

String Editable 

Other Exploitation (Business Rules) 
1. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Narrative 
 

4.7 Career Development 
Research Outcome Description 

Career Development Career development of people funded by research 
Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Project Member Label 
 

Label to distinguish multiple 
responses, but without identifying a 

String Editable 
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person by name. 

Type of Career 
Development 
 

For the selected person, specify what 
they have gained as a result of the 
funding: 
- Award / Recognition 
- Skill  
- Next Destination  

List Selectable 

Career Development (Business Rules) 
1. There must be an option to specify that there are no Career Developments to 

report. 
2. No additional information can be provided to any of the data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted. 
 
4.7.1 Award / Recognition 
Research Outcome Description 

Award / Recognition An award or other recognition achieved wholly or partly as a 
result of research funded by the Research Councils 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of 
Award/Recognition 
 

Type of award/recognition. Select 
from: 
- Research Prize 
- Medal 
- Honorary Degree 
- Membership/Fellowship of a 
Learned Society 
- Appointment to editorial board of a 
journal or book series 
- Membership of panel / committee 
or advisory group 
- Other award/appointment (please 
specify in the narrative) 

List Selectable 

Title Name of the award or recognition 
scheme 

String Editable 

Description Describe the award or recognition 
and the reason(s) it was made. 

String Editable 

Level of Award 
 

Level of the award or recognition 
scheme. Select from: 
- Regional 
- National 
- International  

List Selectable 

Date Awarded 
 

Date the Award was made 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Narrative [0..1] Describe any notable impact(s) that String Editable 
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 have arisen from this award or 
recognition. 

Award / Recognition (Business Rules) 
1. If Type of Award / Recognition = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as 

the Research Organisation User is request to give further details. 
2. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Narrative 
 
4.7.2 Skill 
Research Outcome Description 

Skill The ability to carry out a task relevant to the research project 
gained by training 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Skill Description 
 

Give details of the skill gained while 
carrying out the funded research 

String Editable 

Date Achieved 
 

Date the project member became 
competent in the Skill (MM/YYYY 
or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Describe in more detail any notable 
impact(s) that have arisen as a result 
of attaining the new skill. 

String Editable 

Skill (Business Rules) 
1. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Narrative 
 
4.7.3 Next Destination 
Research Outcome Description 

Next Destination The location of the next place a person is employed after 
their involvement in a research project has ended. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Project Role 
 

Role of the staff member whilst 
working on the project. Select from: 
- Researcher (not PhD) 
- Research Student 
- Post Doctoral Researcher 
- Research Fellow 
- Research Project Leader 
- Management/Administration/Policy 

List Selectable 

Destination Role 
 

Role of the staff member after 
leaving the project. Select from: 
- Engaged in study 
- Government and public sector - not 
research related 

List Selectable 
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- Government and public sector - 
research related 
- Higher education - academic 
(Research and Teaching) 
- Higher education - mainly research 
- Higher education - other 
- Industry and commerce - not 
research related 
- Industry and commerce - research 
related 
- Research & development, sector 
unknown 
- Not employed 
- Other employment 
- Healthcare / Medical Staff  *MRC 
requested* 
- School (education other) 
- School teaching or teacher training 
Note: 
This list matches the internal RC 
classification of the SOC / SIC codes 
returned from the DLHE survey 
conducted by HESA. 

Destination Sector 
 

The sector of the next place a person 
is employed after their employment 
on the grant has ended. Select from: 
- Independent Research 
Organisation  
- Industrial / Commercial 
- Research Council / Research 
Council Institute 
- Public Research Organisation  
- Government Department  
- Academic Institution  
- Local and Regional Government  
- Hospital/NHS Trust  
- Participants in your research and 
patient groups (MRC requested) 
- Charitable Organisation  
- Professional Institution  
- Trade Associations / Research and 
Technology Organisations 
- Civic Organisations  
- General Public 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 

List Selectable 
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Destination Country 
 

The location of the next place a 
person is employed after their 
employment on the grant has ended. 
List of countries (ONS) 

List Selectable 

Leaving Date 
 

Date the project member left for the 
Destination (MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Describe in more detail the 
destination details and importantly 
any notable impact(s) that have 
arisen as a result of the move 

String Editable 

Next Destination (Business Rules) 
1. The Destination Country populated by the ONS list. 
2. The Destination Role list must be aligned with the internal classifications of the 

SOC / SIC codes returned to Research Councils as part of the HESA DLHE survey. 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Narrative 

4.8 Further Funding 
Research Outcome Description 

Further Funding Further funding that has been received to take the project to 
the next stage. This could be a result of a competitive 
application or payment for carrying out a consultancy 
project. 
Do not detail applications submitted, just those which have 
been successfully received. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Funding Type 
 

Select from: 
- Research grant 
- Travel grant 
- Consultancy Project 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative)  

List Selectable 

Funding Organisation 
 

The organisation providing further 
funding 

String Editable 

Funding Scheme [0..1] 
 

Title of the funding scheme under 
which further funding has been 
granted 

String Editable 

Description of 
Funding 
 

Provide further information relating 
to the funding 

String Editable 

Funding Value 
 

Approximate value of the funding 
received 

Currency Editable 

Start Date 
 

Date the further funding starts 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 
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End Date [0..1] 
 

Date the further funding ends 
(MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 

Narrative [0..1] 
 

Describe any further information not 
captured in the other fields and 
importantly any notable impact(s) 
that have arisen from the further 
funding. 

String Editable 

Further Funding (Business Rules) 
1. If Funding Type = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as the Research 

Organisation User is request to give further details. 
2. There must be an option to specify that there are no Further Funding opportunities 

to report. 
3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Funding Value, End Date and Narrative 
 

4.9 Impact 
Research Outcome Description 

Impact Research Councils UK describe impact in the following 
ways: 
Academic impact 
The demonstrable contribution that excellent research makes 
to academic advances, across and within disciplines, 
including significant advances in understanding, methods, 
theory and application.   
Economic and societal impacts 
The demonstrable contribution that excellent research makes 
to society and the economy.  Economic and societal impacts 
embrace all the extremely diverse ways in which research-
related knowledge and skills benefit individuals, 
organisations and nations by: 
·  Fostering global economic performance, and specifically 
the economic competitiveness of the United Kingdom 
·  Increasing the effectiveness of public services and policy 
·  Enhancing quality of life, health and creative output.  

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Impact 
 

Type of Impact. Select from: 
- Impact Summary 
- Influence on Policy 

List Selectable 

Title of Impact 
 

Enter a short title for this impact for 
reference purposes.  

String Editable 

Description Description of the Impact String Editable 

Date Impact 
Materialised 
 

Date the impact first materialised or 
was realised as an Impact by the 
researcher (MM/YYYY or YYYY) 

String Selectable 
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Narrative [0..1] 
 

Any additional information about 
the impact not covered by specific 
attributes 

String Editable 

Impact (Business Rules) 
1. There must be an option to specify that there are no Impacts to report. 
2. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Type of Impact and Narrative 
3. If an additional Type of Impact is provided to a Submitted Research Outcome, only 

new options can be selected, the original selections must displayed but not be 
selectable. 

 
4.9.1 Impact Summary 
Research Outcome Description 

Impact Summary Provide details of the type of impact the research has 
achieved. 

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Type of Impact 
 

Type of Impact. Multiple selection 
from (for example): 
- Academic 
- Cultural 
- Economic 
- Environmental 
- Government Policy 
- Professional Practice 
- Public Health 
- Societal 
- Technological 
- Third Sector 
- Other (please specify the details in 
the narrative) 
Please order alphabetically 

List Multiple 
Selection 

Who Benefitted 
 

Who has benefitted from the outputs 
from the research?   
Guidance should be clear that if 
there were multiple beneficiaries, 
there should corresponding detail for 
how they benefitted. 

String Editable 

Beneficiary Sector Which sector(s) were affected by the 
Impact? 
Choose all that apply from: 
- Independent Research 
Organisation  
- Industrial / Commercial 
- Research Council / Research 
Council Institute 

List Multi 
Selectable 
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- Public Research Organisation  
- Government Department  
- Academic Institution  
- Local and Regional Government  
- Hospital/NHS Trust  
- Participants in your research and 
patient groups (MRC requested) 
- Charitable Organisation  
- Professional Institution  
- Trade Associations / Research and 
Technology Organisations 
- Civic Organisations  
- General Public 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 

How Benefitted 
 

How the beneficiaries benefitted 
from the research 

String Editable 

Impact Statement 
 

Specify how the research 
contributed to the impact described. 
Please make reference, rather than 
repeat the detail, to other outcome 
types that may have aided in 
achieving the impact. 

String Editable 

Impact Summary (Business Rules) 
1. If Type of Impact Summary = “Other” then Narrative becomes mandatory as the 

Research Organisation User is request to give further details. 
2. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 

research outcome as been submitted: Type of Impact Summary, Who Benefitted, 
How they Benefitted and Impact Statement 

3. If an additional Type of Impact Summary is provided to a Submitted Research 
Outcome, only new options can be selected, the original selections must displayed 
but not be selectable. 

 
4.9.2 Influence on Policy 
Research Outcome Description 

Influence on Policy Include details of any significant impact on policy or 
education (or indeed education policy) as a result of the 
research.  It must be outside a single legal entity and at a 
regional level as a minimum.   

Data Item Definition Type Usage 

Influence on Policy 
Type 
 

Specify the type of policy changed 
via the research:- 
- Training of practitioners / 
researchers 
- Citation in clinical guidelines 

List Selectable 
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- Citation in clinical reviews 
- Citation in other policy documents 
- Citation in systematic reviews 
- Membership of guideline 
committee 
- Invited to take part in national 
consultations 
- Involvement in advisory committee 
with national remit 
- Requested to give evidence to a 
government review 
- Agriculture, food and fisheries 
 - Aid 
 - Biodiversity 
 - Climate /environmental change 
impacts 
 - Energy 
 - Environmental technology 
 - EU requirements 
 - Land use 
- Museums and collections 
 - Natural processes 
 - Natural resources 
 - Nature conservation 
 - Planning 
 - Pollution 
- Tourism 
 - Transport 
 - Waste 
 - Water 
- Other (please specify in narrative) 

Guideline Title [0..1] 
 

If "Influence on policy type" = 
Clinical Guideline: 
Please enter title of guideline. 

String Editable 

Healthcare Area [0..1] 
 

If "Influence on policy type" = 
Clinical Guideline: 
Please enter area of healthcare the 
clinical guideline was linked to. 

String Editable 

Issuing Organisation 
[0..1] 
 

If "Influence on policy type" = 
Clinical Guideline: 
Please enter organisation issuing 
guideline. 

String Editable 

Policy/Education 
Impact [0..1] 
 

Are you aware of any policy or 
education impact beyond the UK, 
for instance, on World Health 

String Editable 
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Organisation guidelines?  If so, 
please indicate the 
countries/organisations involved. 

Policy Impact [0..1] 
 

Describe the impact of the policy on 
health policy, education or any other 
relevant area. 

String Editable 

Target Audience [0..*] 
 

Which sector is the policy aimed at? 
Choose all that apply from: 
- Independent Research 
Organisation  
- Industrial / Commercial 
- Research Council / Research 
Council Institute 
- Public Research Organisation  
- Government Department  
- Academic Institution  
- Local and Regional Government  
- Hospital/NHS Trust  
- Participants in your research and 
patient groups (MRC requested) 
- Charitable Organisation  
- Professional Institution  
- Trade Associations / Research and 
Technology Organisations 
- Civic Organisations  
- General Public 
- Other (please specify in the 
narrative) 

List Multi 
Selectable 

Audience Details 
[0..1] 
 

Please specify the government 
department or organisation that the 
policy advice was given. 

String Editable 

 
Influence on Policy (Business Rules) 

1. If Influence on Policy Type = “Other” and/or Target Audience = “Other” then 
Narrative becomes mandatory as the Research Organisation User is request to give 
further details. 

2. If Influence on Policy Type = “Clinical Guidelines” then Guideline Title, 
Healthcare Area and Issuing Organisation become mandatory attributes. 

3. Additional information can be provided to the following data items once the 
research outcome as been submitted: Policy/Education Impact and Health Impact 
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